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Government should stand or fall. Though it is
doubtful how far the turning of the scale of Eng-
lish policy in Lincoln's favor was due to the in-
fluence of the rising power of English democracy,
it is plain that Lincoln thought of himself as having
one purpose with that movement which he re-
garded as an ally. Beyond all doubt among the
most grateful messages he ever received were the
New Year greetings of confidence and sympathy
which were sent by English workingmen in 1863.
A few sentences in his Letter to the Workingmen of
London help us to look through his eyes and see
his life and its struggles as they appeared to him
in relation to world history:
As these sentiments [expressed by the English
workmen] are manifestly the enduring support of the
free institutions of England, so am I sure that they
constitute the only reliable basis for free institutions
throughout the world. . . . The resources, advantages,
and power of the American people are very great, and
they have consequently succeeded to equally great
responsibilities. It seems to have devolved upon them
to test whether a government established on the
principles of human freedom can be maintained against
an effort to build one upon the exclusive foundation of
huinan bondage. They will rejoice with me in the
new evidence which your proceedings furnish that the
magnanimity they are exhibiting is justly estimated